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himself as he liked, provided he was neither fretful nor
troublesome. Her rigour was seen in her restriction of
toys of which she disapproved. A ** most radiant
Punch and Judy/5 the gift of his less austere aunt,
was accepted, but afterwards removed, with an intima-
tion that it was not good for him to have them. They
were never seen again. How strange, yet in a way
how salutary, is this to an age that has accepted the
Golliwog and the Billikin, the former innocent and
pleasing enough, but the latter anathema!

But these were insignificant travels: for the child
in his fourth summer had seen and learned to love
Scotland. His father's sister Jessie was married to a
Mr. Richardson in Perth, and in his aunt's house at
Bridge End beside the Tay, towards which the garden
ran sloping steeply, the infant John Ruskin found new
impressions, to be strengthened during later visits, and
to be perfectly described in after-days in the pages
of Prceterita, that autobiography "written frankly,
garrulously, and at ease."

" I would not change the dreams, far less the tender
realities, of those early days, for anything I hear now
remembered by lords and dames of their days of child-
hood in castle halls, and by sweet lawns and lakes in
park-walled forest.

" Lawn and lake enough indeed I had, in the North
Inch of Perth, and pools of pausing Tay, before Rose
Terrace (where I used to live after my uncle died,
briefly apoplectic, at Bridge End), in the peace of the
fair Scotch summer days."